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lans had been in the works for months! Being a

Destination Wedding Planner meant my dream

wedding had to be perfeet, and it was. kudos to

Hudson Mitchell, the Namale Resort’s an-site
wedding coordinator, who orchestrated this most exteaor
dinary event without a hiteh, His passion and attention to
detail was instromental in helping o create a ceremony see-
ondd 1o none We had locked down the location, legal docu-
mentation, hair and makeup appointments, the photogra-
pher I decided on “orchids” and the list goes on.

The stage was set for that perfect dav. | could now rest
assured that we were in the best hands and finally 1 could
Just bask in my anticipation.

The plan began with an evening at the award-winning Spa.
We indulged in the signature “Midnight Magic™ treatment,
an exolic conple’s spa experience, to help s unwind and

prepare for the day ahead!

The beating of the Lali drams signaled that the ceremony

wits underway. Fijian warriors in teaditional deess aceompa-

Perfect Wedding Magarine / Spring-Sunimer soog

in Fiji means‘Island of L.ove’

nied my groom to his place on the beach to await the arrival
ol his bride. Taking a few sentimental moments in my bridal
bure | promised mysell“easy on the tears™ as | picked up my
bougquet of white Dendrobiom Orehids, With one last
glimpse into the mireor 1 could only hope the groom would

seera beantilul bride.

The time had eome. Six Fijian warriors areived 1o cary me
to the beach on a throne festooned with tropical lowers, |
was a princess being delivered to my prinee and Twill forever
savor that moment!

Winding our way through the coconut grove | could see my
husband-to-be standing on the waters edge looking proud
and anxiously awaiting my arvival. As | stepped onto the sand
beside him we kicked off our shoes to walk barefool down a
path marked by floral petals, red gingers and palm leaves,
The altar was a beautifully decorated arch of hougainvillea’s
with green eroton leaves. The koro Sea. framed by a magnif-
ieentl coconut ree corved onl over the water, was the back-
drap for the village choir assembled there to sing a cappella

of Tvmns.



Feeling the sand beneath our feel gave a real grounding sen-
sation Toe delivering the vows we had prepared. The minister
added the Tinal twoueh by endorsing our mareiage with his
blessings, Aller exchanging rings and the obligatory signa-

tures we were announeed as “Me and Mes.”

A celebration i onre honor was inbated with a “kava Cere.
mony . kava is a sacred rool of pepper used throaghout the
Fijian Islands, 10 is consumed at all gatherings ol importanee
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an the Moor in a cirele watching the ehiel mix the powdered
rool with water in a large hardwood bowl called a Tanoa,
Mier steaiming the rool through a eloth, it was then ready Tor
consumplion. The chiel then elaps his hands and we were
ollered the kava o a hall coconut shell, Etguette dietates
one sl :'|;||r onee before receving the ollering and onee

aller

Nextl we were enlertained by the “Meke Danee, a ceremaony
performed by a group feom the village of Naidi nai-in-dee
Historieally, Fiji had nooweitten language and as such. Stories
ani Ei'g‘i'luh were told in the Torm ol traditional song anil
dance. The men sang about their heroies, the women daneed

in eelebeation and the children told their stores with homeor

The evening ended with a private dinmer on the beach i the

exacl spol where we said our nuplials eaclier in the day.

The Mowered arch was still standing, and beside ita romantic
table for two. Torehes were lit acrvoss the heach and an exoui-
sile fonr-course meal was served while bwo watlers stood

ready al our beek and eall.

Ineredibly, a full moon it the way back to our luxuriously
appointed honesmoon buee, The deeam ol a Perfect Wedding,

ey o sweelesl HII'IIIII'I["'.!

L pon Rellection, the islands hold wonderlul memaories of

SN i]l:_': el |.l.'||lll'\ aril 1ltr't|||ni.~.|' walers, but the hl'.‘u‘l_‘l.
Bula weleome and the warm smiles ol the Fijian people will

ke us there aoaimn, ==
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